MEET THE FOUNDERS OF Y.E.S CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
The Riches: Gracie and Yves
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Grace and Yves, raised in different countries, met and married in the United States. Between them, they have 10 children.

Yves was born and raised in Haiti, in a one-parent home with limited resources. As a teenager, he worked on the shipping docks to help support his family. In December 1985, Yves left Haiti for the United States to begin a new life, first living in Brooklyn, New York, where his father lived, and then moving to Worcester, Mass., in 1987. As he could save the money, he brought four of his children as well as his sister to America. Then in 2004, Yves’ life truly became new when he accepted the Lord. Since his conversion, Yves has been passionately telling others about all that Jesus has for them.

Gracie was born and raised in a Christian home in Monrovia, Liberia. She came to the United States in 1981 at the age of 24 to escape the threat of civil war that was looming. Once here, Gracie settled in Worcester. She attended college, worked as a certified nursing assistant, and eventually owned a health food store. Because of her love for the Lord, Gracie also took two years of evangelism classes to equip herself to disciple others. However, even with all that the United States had to offer her, Gracie’s heart was with the children of Liberia.

The Beginning

“Liberia was on our hearts. The Holy Spirit was pinning us down—we had to go.”
Gracie Riche
When the Riches arrived in Liberia, the conditions were worse than they expected. “It was total chaos,” recalls Gracie. “No electricity and water.”

And there were the children—victims of the country’s civil war—homeless, orphaned, malnourished, and abused. “Kids on the street, six and seven years old, selling water, fruit, whatever they could. Some were the breadwinners for their families; many were orphans.”

.

The Riches made two trips to Liberia. The first was one month long to see what the conditions were like, and what they saw energized them. They came back to the United States, sold their house to raise money, and returned to Liberia. Through a friend, they were able to rent an apartment, although it had no electricity or running water. They had a well dug in the yard for water.

Soon Gracie and Yves were feeding the children in the neighborhood. “American woman, come feed us,” the kids would call out to Gracie.

“They would come to eat and not leave,” remembers Gracie. “They had no place to go, no place to sleep, so they stayed in the yard, sleeping under a tarp we put up on poles.  We also built a bathroom outdoors.”

Besides providing for the children’s physical needs, the Riches were passionate about meeting their spiritual needs. “Everyday we did praise and worship. The kids heard the singing and would come,” says Gracie. “We also had a drum that we played, so kids could hear it from far away.” The number of children the Riches were caring for grew from 5 to 120 in six months.
With the money they raised from selling their house, the Riches purchased 1.75 acres of land. Construction began on an 11-room building that would become a dormitory for the children, as well as provide accommodations for visiting missionaries and sponsors. The land would also be used to grow food and teach the children agricultural skills.

Eventually, the Riches ran out of money. Leaving the children in the care of local pastors and their wives, they returned to the United States to formally begin YES Children’s Ministry.  TO READ MORE ABOUT THE FOUNDERS OF YES CHILDREN’S MINISTRY, please click here.
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